
 As researchers, scientists, and land managers, we are learning more 

every year about gopher tortoise ecology and the measures that need to be 

taken to conserve gopher tortoises as well as other upland species and their 

habitats. We do an effective job talking to each other, but we fail to effectively 

translate and transform that information into information that decision-

makers and the public can understand or, more importantly, can use to bring 

about necessary changes to individual or collective behaviors to conserve up-

land species. 

 For the Friday (October 2) session of this year’s meeting, we are solicit-

ing presentations and posters about effective outreach and education pro-

grams that are focused on gopher tortoises and upland conservation as well 

as on methods and programs that we can apply from different disciplines to 

our conservation efforts. In addition, we are soliciting Educator Training Pro-

grams about gopher tortoise and upland ecology to be held concurrently on 

Saturday (October 3) during the general session. Educators throughout the 

geographic range of the gopher tortoise will be invited and given training op-

portunities on a range of topics, including gopher tortoise biology and fire 

ecology. 

 On Saturday (October 3), the general session will focus on traditional 

meeting topics, such as gopher tortoise ecology, commensal species ecology, 

and upland habitat conservation efforts.  The call for abstracts for presenta-

tions and posters will last until August 31, 2009. Presentations will be 20 

minutes in length. Training programs may vary in length. Training program ab-

stract submissions are due by August 15, 2009. 

 Register and submit abstracts online.  Please register soon as  

possible at: https://www.acteva.com/go/gopher and submit your abstract at 

http://www.annualgtcmeeting.com.  Also, the Paramount Hotel (877-992-9229) is 

holding rooms until September 1 for a discounted rate of $79/night (tell them  

you’re attending the GTC Meeting). Or book online (conference code “GTC”: 
https://reservations.paramountplaza.com/IQReservations/iqstart.asp?promo=GTC  
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A profusion of fall wildflowers and wiregrass bloom following a growing season burn at the Jones Eco-
logical Research Center, GA (top) and an eastern diamondback rattlesnake holding his ground. Baker 

County, GA (bottom).  Photos courtesy of Matt Greene. 



 Florida soon will have the strongest conservation measures for the har-
vest of freshwater turtles in the country as a result of a vote taken by the Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) on Wednesday in Crystal 
River. The FWC approved a new rule banning the commercial harvest of fresh-
water turtles in Florida. 
 
"This is a legacy vote," said Brian Yablonski, FWC commissioner, as he made 
the motion to approve the rule. "This decision may be one of Florida's greatest 
conservation stories."  
 
Twenty-four members of the public addressed the Commission as they pre-
pared to vote on the rule. More than half of the speakers supported the rule. 
 
"This is the right thing to do," said Rodney Barreto, chairman of the FWC. 
"Florida has become the leader with this vote." Tim Breault, director of the 
FWC's Division of Habitat and Species Conservation, presented the new rule to 
the Commission. "Florida has such a rich diversity of turtles," Breault said. "It is 
fitting we have the most comprehensive set of protections and conservation 
measures for freshwater turtles in the United States." 
 
The rule prohibits taking turtles from the wild that are listed on Florida's imper-
iled species list. Also prohibited are species that look similar to the imperiled 
species, which include common snapping turtles and cooters. In addition, col-
lecting freshwater turtle eggs will be prohibited. Individuals will be allowed to 
take one freshwater turtle per day per person from the wild for noncommercial 
use. The transport of more than one turtle per day is prohibited. 
 
"To the commercial fishermen who came today, I want to say your voice has 
been heard," said Commissioner Dwight Stephenson. "But we're charged with 
protecting these species, and this new rule is necessary at this time." 
 
Some turtle farms depend on collection of wild freshwater turtles. With the new 
rule, turtle farms, under a tightly controlled process, will be allowed to collect 
turtles to establish reproduction in captivity so that farms can become self-
sustaining to lessen their dependence on collection of turtles from the wild. 
 
"I believe this industry should be moved to aquaculture. That's the logical place 
for it to be," Barreto said. 
 
The closed season for the take of softshell turtles, May 1 to July 31, will not 
change under the new rule. 
 
"I'm proud of this Commission," Margaret Gunzburger, a Florida resident, told 

the Commission. "And I'm proud to be a Floridian today." 

Florida Turtles Protected From Harvest   FWC Press Release 
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 Dr. H. Bernard Bechtel, of Valdosta, Georgia, died suddenly on Friday, 10 July 2009 in Gainesville, 

Florida, en route to visit family. He was born on 2 October 1922 near the small western Pennsylvania vil-

lage of New Enterprise. While he was still an infant, the family moved to Johnstown, Pennsylvania where 

his father obtained work in a dairy. He attended public schools in Johnstown, graduating from Johnstown 

Central High School in 1940, and began to attend the University of Pittsburgh Johnstown Center. This was 

interrupted when he enlisted in the Army Air Force, where he became an aerial gunner. He participated in 

30 missions over Germany as a gunner on B-17s. Following the war, he completed his pre-medical stud-

ies at Juniata College in Huntington, Pennsylvania. He received his medical degree from Jefferson Medi-

cal College in Philadelphia in 1950. Following an internship at Reading General Hospital in Reading, 

Pennsylvania, he established a general practice in Johnstown. In 1955, he married Elizabeth Reimet of 

Moorestown, New Jersey. In 1956, he accepted a residency in dermatology at the Indiana University 

School of Medicine in Indianapolis. He practiced dermatology in Johnstown from 1959 until 1963, when 

he and his wife, Bette, moved to Valdosta, where he practiced until he retired in 1997. He was Diplomate 

in The American Academy of Dermatology. 

 From a very early age, Dr. Bechtel was an avid student of reptiles, turtles, crocodilians, and am-

phibians; he was a herpetologist as well as being a dermatologist. He published a book and numerous 

publications, mostly pertaining to his area of expertise in snake genetics, for which he was widely known. 

His wife Bette was his partner in this and became a recognized herpetologist on her own after their mar-

riage. Dr. Bechtel is survived by his wife, Bette Bechtel of Valdosta; sister, Alma Mountain of Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania; two nephews, Joe Mountain of Fort Pierce, Florida, and Ned Mountain of Sautee Na-

coochee, Georgia. 

 Dr. Bechtel requested no flowers. Donations may be made to his favorite charity, The National Na-

ture Conservancy, 4245 N. Fairfax Dr., Suite 100, Arlington, Va., 22203-1606.  

Condolences to the family may be conveyed on the obituary page at: www.mclanefuneralservices.com 
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In Memoriam H. Bernard Bechtel (1922-2009)    CNAH Press Release 

Gopherus Tissue Samples Requested     Josh Ennen 

 I am a graduate student at the University of Southern Mississippi con-

ducting a phylogeographic study of Gopherus polyphemus using mtDNA and 

microsatellites. I have already collected over 400 samples throughout the 

range but have sampling gaps, especially in the eastern portion of the range. 

I am also optimizing > 20 new polymorphic microsatellite loci for G. polyphe-

mus, and would like to test for cross-species amplification in other species 

within the genus Gopherus. If anyone would be able to contribute Gopherus 

sp. blood/tissue samples to this effort, I would be willing to supply the mate-

rials (i.e., vials, buffer, syringes, and needles) and pay for shipping costs.  

Contact me at Joshua.Ennen@usm.edu 
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Alabama PARC Chapter Formed      ALAPARC Press Release  

 The J. Larry Landers Student Research Award is a Gopher Tortoise 

Council competitive grant program for undergraduate and graduate col-

lege students. Proposals can address research concerning gopher tor-

toise biology or any other relevant aspect of upland habitat conservation 

and management. The amount of the award is variable, but has averaged 

$1,000.00 over the last few years.  

 The proposal should be limited to four pages in length and should 

include a description of the project, a concise budget, and a brief resume 

of the student. 

 This is an excellent opportunity for undergraduate and graduate 

students to access funding for their projects. 

 The deadline for grant proposals each year is the 15th of Septem-

ber.  No late submissions will be accepted because of the early annual 

meeting date this year. 

J. Larry Landers Student Research Award      B. Herrington  

 We are proud to announce the formation of an Alabama chapter of Partners in Amphibian and 

Reptile Conservation (www.alaparc.org).  Although Alabama contains one of the most diverse  

herpetofaunas in North America, amphibian and reptile populations face a myriad of threats and pres-

sures in the state. We look forward to working under the auspices of Partners in Amphibian and Reptile 

Conservation (www.parcplace.org) to: 

1. Foster collaboration and networking among those interested in facilitating the conservation of Ala-

bama’s amphibians and reptiles, and 

2. Establish, encourage, and support initiatives addressing critical gaps in our knowledge of Alabama am-

phibians and reptiles 

 We are planning our inaugural meeting on November 6-8, 2009 at the Solon Dixon Forestry Edu-

cation Center near Andalusia, Alabama.  We will feature a lineup of distinguished speakers to discuss 

how individuals may facilitate effective conservation in different capacities. To date, confirmed speakers 

for this event include Whit Gibbons, John Jensen, Craig Guyer, and Matt Aresco.  Additional speakers, in-

cluding Jim Godwin, Chris Jenkins and Mark Bailey, will introduce current conservation efforts in Alabama. 

 We will also introduce ALAPARC initiatives for year one, which include documenting the status of 

hellbenders and gopher frogs in the state as well as establishing a protocol for chytrid fungus detection 

and monitoring.  Our overall goal is to provide interested individuals opportunities to become involved in 

Alabama amphibian and reptile conservation. 

 Our inaugural meeting will feature presentations (oral and poster) describing research, education, 

and conservation efforts in the state.  We welcome abstracts for consideration; send them to  

AlabamaPARC@gmail.com.  Presentations will be confirmed for the meeting as space allows. 

 We look forward to seeing you in Andalusia this fall. 
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 The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) an-

nounces the successful launch of the new gopher tortoise permitting system. 

The new system went online in late April, and by the end of May, the FWC had 

issued more than 100 permits using the paperless system. 

 "We made several permit types available online in March," said Deborah 

Burr, Gopher Tortoise Management Plan coordinator. "Then in April we went live 

with all of our gopher tortoise permits, including conservation permits for relo-

cating gopher tortoises. It has been a tremendous success so far. The feedback 

from those who have used the new system has been positive." 

 During the past year, an FWC team worked closely with a contractor to 

develop the gopher tortoise online permitting system. The team's efforts will 

serve as the foundation for making all FWC permits available online. Along with 

the permitting system, the FWC launched an e-learning component to ensure 

the tortoises are properly handled and relocated. A new Google map feature 

helps to locate authorized agents and other gopher tortoise permitted locations. 

 "Very notable differences with the new system are the ease of reviewing 

applications," Burr said, "and the time and resource savings in issuing permits." 

 The FWC approved a management plan for gopher tortoises in Septem-

ber 2007, which provides guidelines for landowners whose property contains 

gopher tortoises. The plan also calls for development of the permitting guide-

lines finalized in April to ensure Florida meets the tortoise's habitat needs now 

and in the future. 

 The new permitting framework strives for efficiency as well as for provid-

ing excellent customer service, which in turn achieves the management plan's 

objective to decrease gopher tortoise deaths on lands proposed for develop-

ment by facilitating successful relocations. The gopher tortoise is listed as a 

threatened species in Florida. 

 Before land-clearing begins, developers must arrange to move any go-

pher tortoises present out of harm's way. Gopher tortoise relocation requires a 

permit from the FWC. 

 The FWC plans to add additional permits and licenses from other pro-

grams over the next year, making its online permitting system a leader in an 

environmentally friendly, efficient, cost-effective way to handle the permit proc-

ess for the state. 

 For more information about the management plan go to 

MyFWC.com/GopherTortoise. 

FL Tortoise Permitting Streamlined       FWC Press Release 
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