44" Annual Gopher Tortoise Council Meeting
November 11-13, 2022

E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center at Nokuse

Freeport, FL

Agenda

GOPHER TORTOISE COUNCIL

44™ ANNUAL MEETING - FREEPORT, FL

Friday, Nov 11 (* denotes student competition presentation)

07:30-9:00 AM

08:50-9:00 AM

9:00-9:15 AM

9:15-10:15 AM

10:15-10:30 AM

10:30-10:45 AM

10:45-11:00 AM

11:00-11:15 AM

11:15-11:30 AM

11:30-11:45 AM

11:45-12:00 PM

Registration, Sign in Silent Auction ltems (Registration located on Patio of
Biophilia Center)

Welcome & Meeting logistics. Becca Cozad, GTC Co-Chair, Nokuse

Overview of Nokuse, Matt Aresco, Nokuse

Keynote Presentation: Takeaways from Stalking North America’s
Tortoises. Dr. Tracey Tuberville, University of Georgia/SREL

A Microsatellite Assessment of Southeastern Florida’s Gopher
Tortoise Populations. Olivia Rothberg*, Florida Atlantic University

Demographic Profile of the FAU Gopher Tortoise Preserve - 11 Years
Later. Rachel Starck®, Florida Atlantic University

BREAK

Occupancy and Detection Rates of Federally-Threatened Skinks on
Private Conservation Banks. Neal Halstead, Wildlands Conservation

DNA Methylation Patterns Differ in Lizards Occupying Unpaved
Road Compared to Forest Interior Habitat. David R. Tevs*, Georgia
Southern University

Interspecific Interaction Between an Invasive and Imperiled Reptile.
Sean L. McKnight*, University of Florida

The Mississippi Amphibian Monitoring Program (MAMP) Past and
Future. Jennifer Frey, Mississippi Department of Wildlife Fisheries and
Parks/Mississippi Museum of Natural Science



12:00-1:30 PM

1:30 PM-2:30 PM

2:30-2:45 PM

2:45-3:00 PM

3:00-3:15 PM

3:30-3:45 PM

3:45-4:00 PM

4:00-4:15 PM

4:15-5:00 PM

6:00-8:00 PM

Saturday, Nov 12

08:00-9:00 AM

LUNCH BREAK

Special Session: Sharing the Sun: Best Practices for Solar Siting to
Avoid Wildlife Impacts. Sharing the Sun seeks to share lessons learned
from biologists and planners on navigating siting conflicts of utility scale
solar. The invited experts will give an overview of tools, considerations,
and research for siting solar facilities and share examples of strategies
and innovative approaches for minimizing impacts to tortoises and other
important wildlife habitat. A panel discussion, moderated by GTC member
Deborah Burr and Matt Elliott, Assistant Chief of Wildlife Conservation at
Georgia DNR, will follow. Panelists include: Michele Elmore, PhD.,
Georgia Ecological Services, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Josh Ennen,
PhD., Senior Scientist, Renewable Energy Wildlife Institute; Amy
Gutierrez, Climate and Lands Coordinator, The Nature Conservancy

Space Use, Physiologic Balance, and Immunity in Gopher Tortoises,
Gopherus polyphemus, within Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, St.
Petersburg, FL. William E. Stiffler*, Eckerd College

Cliques in the Peninsula: Assessment of Social Structure in Gopher
Tortoises at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. Michael Hilton, Eckerd College

BREAK

Explaining Seasonal and Habitat-specific Growth of Immature
Gopher Tortoises: Is This a Job for Drones? Leyna R. Stemle*,
University of Miami

Characterizing the Social Interactions and Vocalizations of Gopher
Tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) in Southeastern Georgia. Oscar P.
Thompson, University of Georgia

Gopher Tortoises are Frugivores? Seasonal Shifts Toward Frugivory
by Gopherus polyphemus in the Imperiled Pine Rocklands of
Southeastern Florida. Adrian Figueroa®, Florida International University

Open Breakout Meeting Sessions (Locations TBA, at Biophilia Center)

Dinner and social (located at North Beach Social. Address: 24200
US-331, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459. Parking located across the street
from restaurant - Bring your meal and drink tickets!)

Registration, Sign in Silent Auction Items (Registration located on Patio of
Biophilia Center)



08:50-9:00 AM

9:00-9:15 AM

9:15-9:45 AM

9:45 AM-10:45 AM

10:45-11:00 AM

11:00 AM-12:00 PM

12:00-1:30 PM

1:30-2:30 PM

2:30-2:45 PM

2:45-3:00 PM

3:00-3:15 PM

3:15-3:30 PM

3:30-4:30 PM

4:30-6:00 PM

Welcome & Announcements. Becca Cozad, GTC Co-Chair, Nokuse
Northwest Florida Sentinel Landscape. David Wolfe, Bonamia, LLC

The Pursuit of Tangible Results of Gopher Tortoise Recovery on a
Military Installation. Vivian H. Porter, Texas A&M Natural Resources
Institute

Special Session: USFWS Presentation on the Listing Decision for the
Gopher Tortoise with Q&A Session. Melissa Lombardi & John Tupy, US
Fish & Wildlife Service

BREAK

Special Session: Effects of the Listing Decision Discussion Panel.
The goal of this panel session is to provide an opportunity for selected
stakeholders representing state agencies, private land owners/managers,
and researchers in the non-listed range to discuss and answer questions
raised by the GTC membership about effects of the federal listing
decision. Panelists: Matt Aresco, Nokuse; Joe Butler, Forest Lodge
Farms, LLC; Matt Elliott, Georgia DNR; Kate Richardson, Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission; Lora Smith, The Jones Center at
Ichauway. Moderated by Jeff Goessling, Eckerd College.

LUNCH BREAK
GTC Membership Business Meeting

Development of Gopher Tortoise Recipient Site Monitoring Methods:
a Scenario-Building and Simulation Approach. Max D. Jones, Virginia
Tech

Understanding the Effectiveness of Permitted On-Site Relocation for
Gopher Tortoises in Southwest Florida. M. Kyle Brown, Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Initial Outcomes of Gopher Tortoise Translocation at a Long-term
Recipient Site in Southern Florida. Betsie B. Rothermel, Archbold
Biological Station

BREAK
Open Breakout Meeting Sessions (Locations TBA, at Biophilia Center)

Poster Session and Social (Exhibit Hall at Biophilia Center)



6:00-8:00 PM Awards and banquet dinner (on the Terrace at Biophilia Center)

Sunday Nov 13

9:00-12:00 PM Field Trip on Nokuse: Meet at Biophilia Center. Please wear good walking
shoes.

Poster Presentations (Poster Session in Exhibit Hall on Saturday):

Long Term Gopher Tortoise Monitoring at Ichauway: Implications for Management. Daniel
A. Crawford, The Jones Center at Ichauway

Gopher Tortoise Stewardship in Southwest Florida: A Collaboration Between the City of
Naples, Naples Preserve and Florida Gulf Coast University. Nora E. Demers, Florida
Gulf Coast University

Eastern Indigo Snake Recovery Efforts on Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve.
Alyssa A. Hoekstra, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Habitat Use for Two Heliothermic Lizards in Longleaf Pine Savannas. Jennifer M. Howze,
The Jones Center at Ichauway

Using Machine Learning to Re-ldentify Gopher Tortoise Individuals. Leah Knezevich,
Eckerd College

Gopher Tortoise Nest-Site Selection at Burrows and the Effects of Nest Environment on
Hatching Success. Garrett R. Lawson, Virginia Tech

Survival Analysis of Carcasses Indicates Limited Role of Geography in Translocated
Tortoise Mortality. Kevin J. Loope, Virginia Tech

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors: Simple Ramps Allow Anurans to Cross Tortoise
Barricades. Vivian Porter, Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute

Habitat Restoration & Enhancement at Barefoot Beach Preserve, Collier County, Florida
using Mechanical Removal as Simulated Fire. Thomas Rocco, Florida Gulf Coast
University

Consolidation of Gopher Tortoises on Working Forested Lands. Rachel Test, Eckerd
College

Exploring the Relationship Between the South Florida Burrowing Owl and Gopher
Tortoises on the FAU Campus. Martha Torres, Florida Atlantic University
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Map of the E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center.



