Call for Abstracts and Registration Information

2025 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GOPHER TORTOISE COUNCIL

Registration is now open, and we are accepting abstracts for oral and poster presentations for the 47t
Annual Gopher Tortoise Council Meeting.

The meeting will be held at Tall Timbers, Perkins Conservation Education Center from Fri, Nov 14, 2025 -
Sun, Nov 16, 2025.

In addition to presentations about gopher tortoise biology, we welcome presentations on:
e commensals and other species associated with tortoises and southeastern upland habitats
e general ecology of upland pine ecosystems
e habitat management and restoration
e conservation initiatives
e policy, regulation, or economics
e monitoring and field techniques

e Successful and creative partnerships conserving Gopher Tortoises, habitat, or associated species

Instructions for Submitting Abstracts (Oral Presentations and Posters):

The deadline for submitting abstracts is October 14, 2025. Abstracts should be 300 words or less and
conform to the exact style of the Journal of Wildlife Management abstract format (see sample abstract
below). The name, affiliation, address, and email of the corresponding author should be provided with
the abstract. Please indicate if you wish to present an oral or poster presentation. Depending on the
number of oral presentations received you may be asked to submit a poster. Abstracts must be
submitted in MS Word (.doc or .docx format). Please submit abstracts via e-mail to Kim Sash
ksash@talltimbers.org..

Full-length presentations will be strictly limited to 15 minutes, including 3 minutes for questions. An LCD
projector will be provided. Overheads and 35 mm slides are not acceptable. Posters should be no larger
than 48" x 36.”

Sample Abstract:


https://www.google.com/maps/place/13093+Henry+Beadel+Dr,+Tallahassee,+FL+32312/@30.6559149,-84.2081935,615m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88ec5695bd6d6103:0x11c3659a2bac7ea1!8m2!3d30.6559149!4d-84.2081935!16s%2Fg%2F11f9yyqvkp?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDgxOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:ksash@talltimbers.org.

The Effects of Fish Size on Net Energy Intake of Snowy Egrets
Toobee R. Estord’ and Mork Ritters?

"Everglades Division, South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach,
FL 33406

2Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 3200 T. M. Goodwin Road, Fellsmere, FL 32948

Draining wetlands reduces their hydroperiod and causes a shift in the size structure of the fish
community toward smaller and younger fish. Reduced fish size could potentially impact snowy egrets
(Egretta thula) if it reduced their net energy intake. We tested the hypothesis........... MAXIMUM 300
WORDS.

Additional information and instructions for students:

e The first 20 students who submit an abstract and give a poster or talk at the 2024 annual
meeting will each receive a $200 Travel Grant. See here for details:
https://gophertortoisecouncil.org/grant-programs/32-bob-herrington-student-travel-grant

e Presentation Awards are given for the top three student oral presentations. See here:
https://gophertortoisecouncil.org/awards/52-annual-meeting-student-award

e To be considered for these opportunities, 1) indicate clearly if you are an undergraduate or
graduate student; 2) specify your institutional affiliation; and 3) copy the Chair of the Student
Awards Committee, Betsie Rothermel (brothermel@archbold-station.org) on your abstract
submission.

ASPECIALINVITATIONTO STUDENTS

GTC welcomes and supports undergrad and graduate student participation in our
annual meetings in multiple ways:

The first 20 students who submit an abstract and give a poster or talk at the annual

meetingwill each receive a $200 Bob Herrington Student Travel Grant. Note

that the program is not limited to gopher tortoise research- we also invite

presentations on ecology and management of other upland species and .-. &)

habitats within the range of the gopher tortoise, including upland-embedded
isolated wetlands and

The student registration fee is only $15. Yes, you read that right. + a
And that includes a 1-year complimentary membership in GTC, plus W atthe meeting.

-
Affordable lodging options will be available - stay tuned for details /?\k

Outstanding student talks will be recognized with Joan Berish Student = I
Presentation Awards. So start crunching that data and prepare toreceive El and fame «



https://gophertortoisecouncil.org/grant-programs/32-bob-herrington-student-travel-grant
https://gophertortoisecouncil.org/awards/52-annual-meeting-student-award
mailto:brothermel@archbold-station.org

MEETING DETAILS

AGENDA-AT-A-GLANCE

NOV 14 NOV 15 NOV 16
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*SPECIAL SESSION - Sat. Nov 15, 10:10 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.
Ecological Firepower: Evaluating the Role of Prescribed Burning in Upland Pine "
Specialist Conservation” Tallahassee, Forida

Registration

Registration costs include attendance at two days of presentations, on-site refreshment breaks, and
Friday night dinner at the meeting venue + drinks.

Boxed lunches are available for purchase. Eat onsite and enjoy the scenic views from this amazing
facility.

REGISTER HERE: 2025 GTC Annual Meeting - Registration Form

> Registration Fees

Student $15 (includes membership)

Professional Current GTC Member $75.00 (no membership dues)
Professional Current GTC Member $100.00 (includes $25.00 membership dues)

Professional GTC Non-member $105.00 (no membership dues)
Professional GTC Non-member $100.00 (includes $25.00 membership dues)

Free Virtual, livestream of talks only $O (no membership dues)

> Saturday, November 15 Awards Dinner at Proof Brewing Co. Tallahassee, $35.00 each. Don’t
forget to purchase an extra ticket if you are bringing a guest — includes dinner and drinks

» Sunday, November 16" optional Wagon Tour of Tall Timbers (free)
Meeting Location: Google Maps link
Perkins Conservation Education Center at Tall Timbers.
13093 Henry Beadel Dr, Tallahassee, FL 32312



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/c2naa5u
https://proofbrewingco.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/13093+Henry+Beadel+Dr,+Tallahassee,+FL+32312/@30.6559149,-84.2081935,615m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88ec5695bd6d6103:0x11c3659a2bac7ea1!8m2!3d30.6559149!4d-84.2081935!16s%2Fg%2F11f9yyqvkp?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDgxOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

Lodging:

Holiday Inn Express-Tallahassee

e 2725 Graves Road, Tallahassee, FL, US

e Use Group Code GTC when booking.

e Book online.

TRYP by Wyndham Tallahassee North I-10 Capital Circle
e 1978 Village Green Way, Tallahassee, FL, 32308

e Use Group Code TW25 when booking.

e Book online.

Conference T-shirts:

Order your conference T-shirts, hats and more HERE!

Sponsors
Thank you to our Sponsors for the 47" annual meeting of the Gopher Tortoise Council!

These one-time donations go directly to defraying the costs of the annual meeting, meaning more of our organization’s
resources can fund gopher tortoise conservation, research, and education.

THE GARCIA COMPANIES

Live and Silent Auction

Both live and silent auctions will take place at this year’s meeting so bring your best items to contribute! Our auctions at
the annual meeting support GTC’s grant programs. Please consider donating auction items at the meeting to raise
money for environmental education, student research, and gopher tortoise day funding!

SPOONER

S ELLIOTT INC
E A L E S TAT lu

Questions?
For more information contact Kim Sash, GTC Co-chair and host for this year’s meeting at Kim Sash
ksash(@talltimbers.org. Hope to see you all in November!



https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=TLHFS&qCiD=13&qCiMy=102025&qCoD=16&qCoMy=102025&qGrpCd=GTC&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=HI&qDest=2725%20Graves%20Road,%20Tallahassee,%20FL,%20US&showApp=true&adjustMonth=false&srb_u=1&qRmFltr=
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/tryp/tallahassee-florida/tryp-tallahassee-north-i-10-capital-circle/overview?checkInDate=11/12/2025&checkOutDate=11/16/2025&groupCode=TW25
https://www.bonfire.com/2025-gopher-tortoise-council-annual-meeting160/
https://gophertortoisecouncil.org/grant-programs
mailto:ksash@talltimbers.org
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