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47th Annual Gopher Tortoise Council Meeting 
November 14-16, 2025 
Tall Timbers, 13093 Henry Beadel Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32312 
Leigh Perkins Conservation Education Center 
 
Friday, Nov. 14   
 
8:30-10:00 am Registration (Lobby), Sign in Silent Auction Items (TBD)  
 
10:00-10:10 am  Welcome & Meeting Logistics. Kim Sash, GTC Co-Chair, Tall 

Timbers 
 
10:10-10:20 am  Brief Introduction to the Gopher Tortoise Council Jeff Baker* and Michelina Dziadzio 
 
10:20-10:50 am Keynote Presentation: Renewal Through Fire: Collaboration and Conservation in the 

Southeastern Landscape. Bill Palmer, PhD, CEO Tall Timbers 
 
10:50-11:10 am Pathogens and Genetic Diversity in Florida Gopher Tortoise Translocations: A Preliminary 

Report from Nokuse. Kevin J. Loope*, Derek B. Breakfield, Rebecca A. Cozad, Matthew J. 
Aresco, Rebecca Hardman, Matthew Allender, and Elizabeth A. Hunter 

 
11:10-11:30 am Occurrence and Genetic Insights into the Tick-borne Relapsing Fever Spirochete Borrelia 

turicatae in a Florida Population of Soft Ticks Ornithodoros turicata americanus. Nicholas 
Canino*§, Carson Torhorst, Sebastian Botero-Cañola, Kristen Wilson, and Samantha M. Wisely. 

 

11:30-11:50 pm The Effects of First Year Cold-Dormancy on the Phenotypic and Metabolic Responses in Head-
Started Gopher Tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus). Anet Filipova*§, Chelsea Cochran, Ali Amer, 
Jeffrey Goessling, Ericha Shelton-Nix, and Tonia Schwartz 

 
11:50 pm-1:00 pm Lunch (on your own or ordered during registration) 
 
1:00-1:10 pm Announcements 
 
1:10-1:30 pm Restoring a Pleistocene Relict: How Wild Bolson Tortoises (Gopherus flavomarginatus) 

Returned to the Northern Chihuahuan Desert. Christiane Wiese* and L. Scott Hillard  
 
1:30-1:50 pm Life History Traits of Federally Threatened Gopher Tortoises at the Western Edge of Their 

Range: Insights from Camera Traps and AI. Emily Mailhos*§, Daniel U. Greene, Keri L. Lejeune, 
and Rachel Wallace Clostio  

 
1:50-2:10 pm Monitoring, Mortality, and Management of Gopher Tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) On 

Florida’s Roadsides: Project Update. Elijah McEuen*§, J. Sean Doody, and George L. Heinrich 

 
2:10-2:30 pm Preliminary Insights into Gopher Tortoise Movement Ecology Using GPS Technology. Samantha 

N. Smith*§, Lora L. Smith, and Erin K. Buchholtz 
 
2:30-2:50 pm Reproductive Season and Fecundity Reassessment of Gopher Tortoises (Gopherus 

polyphemus) in Southeastern Florida. Riley Waters*§ and Jon Moore 
 
2:50-3:00 pm Break 

 



*Denotes presenter; § Student Award Presentation 
 

 
3:00-3:20 Reassessment of the Upland Snake Community in the Red Hills Region. Ashlynn Canode*§, Kim 

Sash, and Steve A. Johnson  
 
3:20-3:40 pm Bladder Stones in Captive and Wild Tortoises. Terry Norton* 
 
3:40-5:00 pm  Poster Session (Leigh Perkins Conservation and Education Center)  
 
6:00-9:00 pm Social and Dinner at Tall Timbers Leigh Perkins Conservation and Education Center, 13093 

Henry Beadel Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32312 
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Saturday, Nov. 15 
 
7:30-9:00 am Registration, Sign in Silent Auction Items (Leigh Perkins Conservation and Education Center) 
 
9:00-9:10 am Announcements 
 

Special Session – Ecological Firepower: Evaluating the Role of Prescribed Burning in Upland Pine Specialist 
Conservation  

 
9:10-9:25 am Restoration of a Longleaf Pine Ecosystem Supporting Critical Wildlife Species: Aiken Gopher 

Tortoise Heritage Preserve. Hunter Young*, Andrew Grosse, Barry Kesler, Dr. Tracy Tuberville, 
and Dr. Kurt Buhlmann., South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and University of 
Georgia’s Savannah River Ecology Laboratory 

 
9:25-9:40 am Avian Response to Pine Savanna Restoration: Recovery of Open Forest Birds to Nokuse. Charli 

Morgan*, Nokuse Land Conservancy 
 
9:40-9:55 am Saving and Restoring Gopher Tortoise Habitat: A Primer in Private Land Conservation. Peter 

Kleinhenz* and Ryne Huggins*, Aiken Land Conservancy 
 
9:55-10:10 am A Decade of Georgia’s Gopher Tortoise Conservation Initiative. James D. Hunt* and Matt J. 

Elliott, Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
 
10:10-10:40 am Special Session Panel Q & A 
 
10:40-11:00 am Break 
 
11:00-11:05 am Restoring Gopher Tortoises and Building a Research Program at the Avalon Rosewood Long-

Term Protected Recipient Site. Abbie Halbig* and Magnus McCaffery 
 
11:05-11:25 am Digging into Restoration: Projects from Barfield Burrows Preserve. Victoria Carter* 
 
11:25-11:45 pm  Gopher Tortoise Research Needs: An Overview of Florida’s 2024 Gopher Tortoise 

Management Plan and the Call for Research and Outreach Proposals Program. Emma Rogers*, 
Michelina Dziadzio, and Alex Kalfin 

 
11:45-1:00 pm  Lunch (on your own or ordered during registration) 
 
1:00-1:20 pm History of Herpetology at Tall Timbers Research Station. D. Bruce Means* and Kim Sash. 
 
1:20-1:40 pm The Relationship Between Vegetation Community Structure and Gopher Tortoise Burrow Site 

Selection on Reclaimed Heavy Mineral Surface Mine Lands. Joshua C. Billings*, Kimberly M. 
Andrews, and James Renner 

 
1:40-2:00 pm Patterns of Home Range and Core Area Use of Relocated Gopher Tortoises: Insights into 

Spatial Ecology on Reclaimed Recipient Sites. Mary Grace Ussary* and Kimberly M. Andrews 
 
2:00-2:20 pm A Look at Interspecific Nest Cavity Competition in Upland Species on a Pyric Landscape. 

Katherine Richardson*, Shelby Sullivan, and Jim Cox 
 
2:20-2:30 pm  Break 
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2:30-3:30 pm  GTC Business Meeting  
 
3:30-4:00 pm  Pick up and Pay for Silent Auction Items 
   Committee Business (as needed) 
 
5:00-9:00 pm Awards Dinner at Proof Brewing Company, 1320 S Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 
 
Sunday, Nov. 16 
 
9:30 am-12:30 pm FIELD TRIP:  

• Wagon Tour of Tall Timbers (Meet at Tall Timbers Leigh Perkins Conservation and Education 
Center, 13093 Henry Beadel Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32312) 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTERS 
Bolson Tortoise (Gopherus flavomarginatus) Reproduction and Nest Site Location in a 7.7 
hectare (19 acre) Enclosure in New Mexico. L. Scott Hillard and Christiane Wiese, Turner Endangered 
Species Fund. 
 
Mimic Glass Lizard (Ophisaurus mimicus): Status Distribution and Ecology. Pierson Hill, FWC-Fish & 
Wildlife Research Institute. 
 
Status and Distribution of the Escambia Map Turtle (Graptemys ernsti) in Florida. Pierson Hill, FWC-Fish 
& Wildlife Research Institute. 
 
Gopher Tortoise Management Plan: 10-Year Progress Report and 2024 Management Plan Highlights. 
McKayla Susen, Michelina Dziadzio, Nicole Desha, and Alex Kalfin, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. 
 
Health Assessment of Translocated and Resident Gopher Tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) at a Long-
term Protected Recipient Site in Southern Florida. Betsie Rothermel1, Rachel Fedders1, Madison Molter1, 
Jared Draxler1, Matthew Allender2, Laura Adamovicz2, and Rebecca Hardman3, 1Archbold Biological Station, 
2Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine University of Illinois, and 3Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
 
Burrows Don’t Lie… Or Do They? Apparent Growth in a Remnant Gopher Tortoise Population. Joshua 
P. Scholl1, Rachel Starck2, Evelyn M. Frazier1, 1Department of Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University, 
Boca Raton, Florida, 2WGI Consulting Firm, West Palm Beach, Florida 
 
On the Importance of Gopher Tortoise Burrows to Amphibians and Other Reptiles. Robert Zappalorti, 
Herpetological Associates, Inc. 
 
Gopher Tortoise Recipient Site Economics. Grace Campbell*, Lykes Bros., Inc. 
 
The Gopher Tortoise Probability Index: A Mapping Tool to Improve Gopher Tortoise Relocation 
Outcomes. Neal Halstead1*, and Eric Sievers1, 1 Wildlands Conservation. 
 
Mother Knows Best: Birth-Site Videography Reveals Maternal Defense in Eastern Diamondback 
Rattlesnakes (Crotalus adamanteus). Emily Gray*, Marshall University. 
 
Assessing Invertebrate Biodiversity at Chemours Mine and Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) 
Recipient Sites: A Pilot Study. Abbey C. Crossman1, Kimberly M. Andrews1, James Renner2, 1 University of 
Georgia, Marine Extension and Georgia Sea Grant, Brunswick, GA 31525, 2 The Chemours Company FC, LLC, 
2649 Zero Bay Road, Patterson, GA 31557 
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STUDENT POSTERS 
Effect of Simulated Cold Dormancy versus Constant Growth on Mitochondria Density and Telomere 
Length in Head-started Gopher Tortoises. Chelsea Cochran1*, Anet Filipova1, Ali Amer1, Jeff Goessling2, 
Ericha Shelton-Nix3, and Tonia Schwartz1, 1Department of Biological Sciences, Auburn University, 2Eckerd 
College, James Center for Molecular and Life Sciences, 3Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources.  
 
Do Substrate Transitions Affect Locomotor Performance and Escape Behavior of Florida Scrub Lizards? 
Elissa Colombo1* and Lance McBrayer1, 1Department of Biology, Georgia Southern University. 
 
Learning and Memory Retention in the Gopher Tortoise. Kelsey Felder1*, Elisa Frasnelli2, Thomas W. 
Pike1, and Anna Wilkinson1, 1Department of Life Sciences; University of Lincoln, 2CIMeC - Center for 
Mind/Brain Sciences; University of Trento Piazza della Manifattura. 
 
Bridging Diverse Perspectives in Gopher Tortoise Conservation: Insights from Stakeholder Interviews. 
Caitlin E. Jones*, Department of Geography, Florida State University. 
 
Analyzing Size Distribution and Body Composition of Egmont Key and Nearby Mainland Gopher 
Tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) to Establish Baselines for Future Hurricane Effects. Pixie P. Parker1*, 
George L. Heinrich2, Jeffrey M. Goessling1, 1Eckerd College,2Heinrich Ecological Services. 
 
Green Iguana and Gopher Tortoise Interactions. Jordan Richman1* and Evelyn Frazier1, 1Department of 
Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University. 
 
 
 


