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Thanks to successful partnerships between federal, state, non-governmental, and private,
organizations, gopher tortoise conservation is sailing full steam ahead.
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Development of a Candidate Conservation Agreement (CCA) for the Gopher Tortoise (http://
www.fws.gov/southeast/candidateconservation/pdf/
CCA_GopherTortoise_revisedDec2012_final.pdf) has been instrumental in collectively
implementing proactive gopher tortoise conservation measures for the eastern populations. A
CCA is a voluntary agreement between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and private and
public entities interested in conservation and recovery of a species that is a candidate for
listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The CCA for the gopher tortoise has two main
objectives:
1) Implementation of range-wide conservation and management focused on
maintaining/enhancing tortoise habitat and populations.
2) Imparting cooperation and collaboration among the partners to allow for an
organized approach that encourages standardized conservation actions and
reporting.
Furthermore, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently released a “Range-Wide Conservation
Strategy for the Gopher Tortoise” (http://www.fws.gov/southeast/candidateconservation/pdf/
FinalGopherTortoiseStrategy.pdf). The goal of this document is to serve as a guide to state,
federal, non-governmental, and private partners, who will be proactive in gopher tortoise
conservation. If this strategy is implemented and threats to the gopher tortoise are abated,
this may preclude the need to list the gopher tortoise as threatened under ESA in the eastern
portion of its range. Ideally, this conservation strategy will also support the recovery of the
species in the western portion of the range where it is currently listed as federally threatened.
The plan details the following conservation objectives:
1) Determining the population viability parameters and population status.
2) Identifying, prioritizing, protecting, and managing viable populations and best
habitats.
3) Addressing issues regarding tortoises harmed due to collection of rattlesnakes for
roundups
4) Investigating and mitigating disease and predation effects.
5) Investigating range-wide effective regulatory mechanisms.
6) Investigating other factors affecting its continued existence, such as road mortality
and the effects of herbicide exposure.
Lastly, as Rachael Sulkers mentioned in the previous newsletter, the Gopher Tortoise
Minimum Viable Population and Minimum Reserve Size Working Group met this past spring to
address the following objectives:
1) Defining a minimum viable gopher tortoise population size based on the best scientific
information available.
2) Identifying the minimum reserve size needed to support a viable gopher tortoise
population.
3) Identifying the number and distribution of the viable gopher tortoise populations
necessary to ensure the long-term viability of the species.
Participants in the Working Group included ecologists, population modelers, land
managers, and other tortoise experts. A report of the findings, prepared by GTC, will be
available soon on our website and we hope to have additional discussion regarding
Objective 3 at this year’s annual meeting on October 11-12, at Ponte Vedra Beach,
Florida.
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Message From a Co-Chair continued...
All of this attention on the gopher tortoise and wonderful collaboration across a broad range of groups has made me feel
optimistic about the success of conservation efforts into the future. A step towards this goal is the implementation of
consistent standardized methodology for tortoise surveys across its distribution. These surveys are currently underway and will
provide valuable data in identifying population status range-wide, guide conservation and management decisions, and
hopefully preclude listing.
My two year-tenure as co-chair is now coming to a close. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed serving on the Council and hope to continue
to stay active within this fantastic organization. Rachael is hard at work putting together a great meeting in October. Please
visit the GTC website (gophertortoisecouncil.org) for meeting details and registration. I look forward to seeing all of you there.

Don’t miss this opportunity-A Special Book...with a Special GTC Member Discount!
Reed Noss is Provost’s Distinguished Research Professor at the University of
Central Florida. He brings us an important work exploring the unique
grassland ecosystems of the Southeast-from the pine flatwoods and dry
prairies of Florida to the blackland prairies of Mississippi, and from the
grassy balds of the Southern Appalachians to the cedar glades of central
Tennessee.
In elegant prose, Noss opens our eyes to the beauty and complexity of these
critically threatened places. He also outlines a way to move forward in their
conservation and offers success stories of the places already being protected
and restored.
For a limited time, Island Press is offering a special discount to GTC
members of $26.25 (plus shipping). Members can go to the Island Press
websitehttp://islandpress.org/ip/books/book/islandpress/F/bo8016827.html
At checkout, enter the code 4NOSS and 25% will be taken off the cost of the
book.

Gopher Tortoise Council Student Travel Award

The Gopher Tortoise Council’s student travel award was established in 2010 through the generosity of Dr. Tom
Kaplan, founder of The Orianne Society. The award is now funded through GTC membership fees and is available
to student members who present their research findings at the Annual Meeting. Two $100 awards will be given in
2013. Eligible recipients must be traveling greater than 60 miles to this year’s meeting location (Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida) and will be selected randomly from among those who submit applications by September 6, 2013
(this is also the deadline for abstract submissions). Notification of final awards will be made by September 20,
2013 and awards will be presented at the meeting.
To apply, please indicate in your abstract submission email that you would like to be considered for the GTC
Student Travel Award. Instructions for abstract submission, membership, and meeting details are available on the
GTC web site (www.gophertortoisecouncil.org).
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Gopher Tortoise Council’s
Donna J. Heinrich Environmental Education Grant
The GTC Environmental Education Grant was established to support educators and organizations
committed to developing educational projects about the gopher tortoise and the fascinating world in
which it lives. The grant also honors Donna June Heinrich, an environmental educator, whose life was
dedicated to conserving wildlife and their associated habitats.
Deadline for 2013 applications is August 31st. Applications may be downloaded from our web site
(www.gophertortoisecouncil.org). On the left hand side of the page click “Grants Program” and scroll
down after the grants page loads. Applications which contain the following will be given preference:
· Projects that reach diverse and new audiences.
· Projects that focus on the importance of the conservation of intact upland ecosystems.
· Projects that encourage community involvement.
· Projects that have matching funds.
Please follow the instructions on the grants program page noting the requirements.
For questions contact George L. Heinrich at george@heinrichecologicalservices.com

The J. Larry Landers Student Research Award
The J. Larry Landers Student Research Award is a Gopher Tortoise Council competitive grant program for
undergraduate and graduate college students. Proposals can address research concerning gopher
tortoise biology or any other relevant aspect of upland habitat conservation and management. The
amount of the award is variable, but has averaged $1,000 over the last few years.
The proposal should be limited to four pages in length and should include a description of the project, a
concise budget, and a brief resume of the student.
This is an excellent opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students to access funding for their
projects.
The deadline for grant proposals each year is the 15th of September. Proposals should be submitted
electronically in Word, if possible, and sent to bob.herrington@gsw.edu.
Brochures Are Available!
If you or your organization has a need for the Gopher Tortoise Council brochure "Living with the Gopher
Tortoise" please email Rachael Sulkers at rsulkers@esinc.cc to discuss how many you need and
shipping options.
Special Thanks to Citibank for Printing our Brochures!
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Striped Newt Repatriation Project in Florida's Apalachicola National Forest-Project Update
Ryan C. Means
The ongoing striped newt repatriation project in the Apalachicola National
Forest (ANF), now in year 3 out of 5, reached an important milestone this
year.
On May 1, 57 larvae sourced from Georgia (Figure 1) were released into
predator-free enclosures inside a single historical breeding wetland in the
ANF. The first terrestrial eft (Figure 2) emerged out of the wetland by late
June, crawled a few feet upslope, and fell into a drift fence pitfall trap (Figure
3).
Figure 1. Striped newt larvae
from Georgia

I looked down and viewed history perched atop a floating sponge within a
water filled bucket. Then I reached down and gently picked up the little
pioneer in amazement.
As I photographed the first eft, I imagined it saying something like: "That's
one small step for a newt--and one giant leap for newtkind..."
Two more newts followed in the coming days. Individuals in pitfalls were
promptly released at large into the nearby uplands surrounding the pond.
The recipient pond almost dried while the first newts were coming out, but
after huge early July rains, it rose markedly, flooding out part of the drift
fence. No more newts have exited since the flooding, but the fence will
remain operational until mid August 2013.

Figure 2. Striped newt eft
emerging out of pond drift fence

Why repatriation? From 1998 through 2010, the striped newt mysteriously
went from common to gone within one of its greatest known geographic
strongholds--the Munson Sandhills region of the ANF. Biologists with the
Tallahassee-based Coastal Plains Institute (CPI) had been monitoring the
situation for nearly two decades. In response to the crisis, CPI and the ANF
forged a 5-year cooperative agreement to implement a strategy to repatriate
the striped newt back into its former ANF habitat. We brought in many
colleagues from all over the Southeast to contribute to the project.
The striped newt is a small salamandrid salamander up to about 4 inches
long with two conspicuous red stripes or dotted lines running down each side
of the back, one on each side of the midline. It's actually one of those rare
aptly-named, easily recognizable species in the animal kingdom.

Figure 3. Repatriation pond and
drift fence

The striped newt has two distinctive genetic variants--loosely termed
"western" and "eastern" varieties. The Suwannee River drainage in FL and GA
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Striped Newt Repatriation Project continued...
roughly is the dividing line. By the beginning of our study, the western striped newt could only be found
reliably at a single wetland within the Fall Line Sandhills Natural Area of GA. The eastern variety, although
thought to be in decline globally, at least was holding on in its stronghold locations.
In study Year 1 (2011) it was crucial that we quickly capture individuals from the Georgia wetland to
begin a captive western striped newt breeding program to act as the supply of larvae for later
repatriations. The captive breeding program was expertly handled by colleagues at the Memphis Zoo and
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens.
We didn't want to repatriate individuals back into a potentially hazardous landscape without investigating
the cause of decline. Decline investigation was undertaken in the first two years of the study (20112012) before initial repatriations began in year 3 (2013). Initial results from our investigation of decline
suggest that a synergy of at least three different variables may have acted as the smoking gun of decline.
Three smoking guns, that is. We suggest that long-term drought, a sporadic, well-timed pathogenic
outbreak (likely Ranavirus), and past land management techniques are probably the culprits of decline.
How are we proceeding forward with repatriations of an extremely rare species into a potentially
hazardous landscape? We have developed contingencies and methods to deal with most of the
environmental issues.
Drought. If we hope to bring an aquatic-breeding species back into a drought-stricken landscape, then
we have to make sure that there are enough ponds with enough water to answer the breeding call. As a
technique to offset the effects of drought, we installed fish-grade, synthetic (EPDM) liners underneath
the deepest center portions of three historical breeding wetlands that also are larval repatriation
wetlands (Figure 3). Liners are acting as impermeable layers that pool up rain water, and therefore
extend pond hydroperiods, and resist drought. They are working like a charm (Figure 4).

Figure 3. Pond liner installation

Figure 4. Pond one year after liner
installation

Disease. Together, with colleagues at the University of Tennessee, we are researching whether 1)
Ranavirus is present or widespread in the Munson Sandhills and 2) whether Ranavirus has a detrimental
effect on either (or both) larvae and newly metamorphosed terrestrial striped newts. Preliminarily, our
results suggest that larvae seem to be unsusceptible to infection whereas metamorphs do show a low to
moderate degree of susceptibility to infection. Ranavirus prevalence results are pending. Metamorph
susceptibility is a concern. If Ranavirus does prove to be widely present, then we will meet the minds and
proceed cautiously.
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Striped Newt Repatriation Project continued...
Past land management practices. There was a long absence of ecologically sound, late spring/early
summer prescribed burning within the area prior to the striped newt decline. But within the last 15 years,
and certainly lately, the ANF has implemented more frequent growing season fires in the study area to the
best of their ability. The landscape has responded accordingly and is looking like some of the finest
longleaf pine sandhill community left in existence.
The next two years will feature several more repatriation waves into four different ephemeral wetlands.
Success will be measured with sampling techniques such as drift fencing and dipnetting. Collaborating
zoos will continue to rear as many western striped newt larvae as possible to have on hand both for
repatriations and to serve as captive assurance colonies--"assuring" that if the species or genetic variety
should go extinct in the wild, then we will at least have populations remaining in captivity.
Only time will tell whether our efforts will result in reestablishment of the western striped newt back into
its former stronghold. Although there is still much work to do, this year's efforts got us much closer to our
goal.

Ryan Means “newting” in Georgia

Rebecca and Skyla Means releasing newt larvae

"I would like to acknowledge all study co-authors and additional colleagues who have made intellectual contributions to the
overall project. Our study absolutely doesn't happen without all of us working together." -Ryan Means
Co-authors: Rebecca P.M. Means (Coastal Plains Institute), Matthew A. Gray, Debra L. Miller, and Roberto Brenes
(University of Tennessee), Steve A. Johnson (University of Florida), D. Bruce Means (Coastal Plains Institute), Steve
Riechling (Memphis Zoo)
Contributing colleagues: Chuck Hess (Apalachicola National Forest), Dino Ferri and Mark Beshel (Jacksonville Zoo and
Gardens), John Jensen (Georgia DNR), Lora Smith (Joseph Jones Ecological Research Center), Jamie Barichivich and Susan
Walls (US Geological Survey)
Photos provided by Ryan Means

Please join us October 11-12, 2013, at the Guana Tolomato Matanzas National
Estuarine Research Reserve in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida for the 35th Annual Gopher
Tortoise Council Meeting. See full announcement on page 12 and go to
www.gophertortoisecouncil.org for details-Don’t miss it!
Abstracts due September 6!
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2013 Gopher Tortoise Council Annual Meeting Sponsorship
Sponsorships play an important role in subsidizing costs of our annual meetings. Corporate (or individual) financial support demonstrates
your organization’s commitment to the gopher tortoise and upland conservation. This year’s meeting will be held in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Florida on October 11-12 at the Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve. Sponsor a break, lunch, dinner, or social
and help us in further conserving the gopher tortoise and uplands! We have sponsorship opportunities for six breaks, two lunches, two
dinners, and one social. Please contact Rachael Sulkers at rsulkers@esinc.cc, if you are interested.
SPONSOR BENEFIT LEVELS:
WIREGRASS SPONSOR- 1 Break- $250



Acknowledgment signs at break table



Logo on event Sponsor Board and on “sponsors” page of program



Acknowledgment in The Tortoise Burrow (TTB) newsletter, annual meeting program, on GTC website and Facebook page



1/4 page advertisement in TTB newsletter to run for 1 issue

GOPHER APPLE- 1 Lunch or 1 Dinner - $500



Acknowledgment signs at lunch/dinner table



Acknowledgment in TTB newsletter, meeting program, on GTC website and Facebook page



1/2 page advertisement in TTB newsletter to run for 1 year (3 issues)



Large logo on “sponsors” page of annual meeting program and Enhanced Logo on Sponsor Board

One year complimentary membership to GTC for one person from your company/organization
PAWPAW-1 Social-$1,000



All the benefits of a GOPHER APPLE sponsor



Formal recognition of sponsor(s) by GTC co-chair during social

“The Tortoise Burrow” is the newsletter for the Gopher Tortoise Council. In addition to the newsletter being
permanently posted to the GTC website, the newsletter is individually emailed to the membership (approximately
350).
Our website is www.gophertortoisecouncil.org and you can also find us on Facebook.
Gopher Tortoise Council is a nonprofit and tax-exempt organization (ID#59-2010727) under IRS Code Section 501(c)(3). All
contributions tax deductible.
Please see “Sponsorship Agreement” form-next page
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Sponsorship Agreement
Name (Individual or Business) _________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________ State __________ Zip _________________
E-mail Address ____________________________ Phone Number ____________________________
Please check one of the sponsorship levels below:
____ Wiregrass Sponsor $ 250 ____ Gopher Apple Sponsor $500
____ Pawpaw Sponsor $ 1000

____Pay Now _____Pay Later (due by September 2, 2013)

Pay by: Visa _____ MasterCard _____ Check _____ (payable to the Gopher Tortoise Council)
Name as listed on Card __________________________________________________________
Card No. ____________________________________________ Exp. Date _________________

Business or Individual Name _________________________________________ hereby pledges to become a sponsor
for the Gopher Tortoise Annual Conference to be held on October 11-12, 2013 at the sponsorship level checked above.
.
Signed___________________________________________________

Student Spotlight

Andrea Long

Impact of Red Imported Fire Ants on Wildlife Communities
The red imported fire ant (Solenopsis invicta; RIFA) is an invasive species that was introduced
through the port of Mobile, Alabama in the 1930s and has now spread across the southeastern United
States. RIFA have been implicated in the decline of several native wildlife species including the
endangered Houston toad (Bufo houstonensis), bobwhite quail (Colinus virginianus), and even the gopher
tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus). However, the effects of RIFA on small mammals, amphibians, and
reptiles are poorly understood and the mechanisms underlying their effect have not been well studied.
i
I am completing research for my dissertation within the longleaf (Pinus palustris) wiregrass
(Aristida stricta) ecosystem located on Ichuaway, the research site of the Joseph W. Jones Ecological
Research Center. I am considering five main mechanisms under which RIFA may influence native wildlife.
These include the direct effects of predation and competition and indirect effects including increasing
stress due to the perceived risk of injury, causing a shift in reproductive timing, and increasing bird/
mammalian predation.

I have chosen the hispid cotton rat (Sigmodon hispidus) and cotton mouse (Peromyscus
gossypinus), the eastern fence lizard (Sceloporus undulatus), and the southern toad (Anaxyrus terrestris)
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Student Spotlight-Andrea Long continued…
as model species to determine the influence of RIFA on small mammals,
reptiles, and amphibians respectively. I am using experimental enclosures,
half treated for RIFA, with stocked populations of these species and
completing mark-recapture each month. I plan to quantify recruitment,
survival, and shifts in reproduction for each stocked population. I plan to
quantify other parameters including differences in stress hormone levels,
movement, and body condition for small mammals. I am also implementing a
large-scale, long-term experiment to increase our understanding of how RIFA
influence small mammal population dynamics. This will provide applied
results relevant to the management of RIFA relative to their effects on small
mammals across a landscape.
Andrea is pursuing her Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation from the University of Florida.

Student Spotlight

Javan Bauder

Studying the Population Viability and Connectivity of Eastern Indigo Snakes in Central
Florida
Javan Bauder, an Assistant Conservation Scientist with The Orianne Society and graduate student at the
University of Massachusetts, has been studying Eastern Indigo Snakes in Highlands County, Florida, since
2010. The Orianne Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of imperiled snakes.
The Eastern Indigo Snake is The Orianne Society’s flagship species. The goal of Javan’s Highlands County
study was initially to determine individual-level responses of Eastern Indigo Snakes to different landscape
features and configurations, ultimately to help better understand how habitat fragmentation affects these
snakes. As part of this on-going study, Javan is radio tracking about 30 Eastern Indigos in a range of
habitats including natural habitats (such as the Archbold Biological Station), several cattle ranches, and
the edges of citrus groves. Having radio tracked Eastern Indigos in southern Georgia, where male snakes
may move over five kilometers between overwintering sandhill habitat and summer foraging areas, Javan
braced himself for similar movement distances in Florida. However, indigo snakes in Highlands County
generally kept smaller home ranges than those in Georgia. “Our largest home range size to date is about
232 hectares and most snakes use similar areas and habitats in both the winter and summer. However,
there still is a tendency for snakes to use more xeric habitats in the winter and mesic habitats in the
summer. Some of the cattle ranches we work on also appear to support excellent Eastern Indigo Snake
populations. We have also recorded multiple individuals using the edges of citrus groves.”

Photo by Javan Bauder

Volume 33, Number 2

Page 10

Student Spotlight-Javan Bauder continued…
However, as this study progressed, Javan became more interested in the broader impacts the Florida
landscape was having on Eastern Indigo populations. “I wanted to learn more about the way these
snakes interact with human-modified habitats, particularly to determine if such habitats can be of benefit
to the conservation of this species.” To accomplish this goal Javan has turned his Florida Indigo Snake
research into a Ph.D. research project beginning in 2012. Working with Dr. Kevin McGarigal at the
University of Massachusetts Javan’s dissertation will examine how landscape composition and
configuration influences Eastern Indigo Snake population viability and connectivity in central Florida.
Javan’s dissertation will have two primary components. The first will use an individual-based population
viability model to determine how human modified habitats affect population viability and if these habitats
can support viable populations of Eastern Indigo Snakes. Javan will use his Highlands County data, as
well as data from the literature, to develop this model. The second part of the model will use population
and landscape genetics to describe the genetic structure of Eastern Indigos in central Florida and
determine how landscape features influence this structure. Javan hopes to use his dissertation research
as a foundation to continue working towards the conservation of Eastern Indigo Snakes across Florida. To
contact Javan regarding comments or suggestions related to his dissertation research, please email him
at jbauder@oriannesociety.org.
Javan received his B.S. in wildlife resources from the University of Idaho and his M.S. in biology from Idaho State
University. For his Master’s research Javan studied the spatial and habitat ecology of Prairie Rattlesnakes in
central Idaho and how mountainous topography influenced their movement patterns. Javan moved to Georgia in
2009 with The Orianne Society and has worked on a variety of projects primarily with Eastern Indigo Snakes but
also with Gopher Tortoises, Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnakes, and Timber Rattlesnakes.

Photos by Javan Bauder

Keep track of Gopher Tortoise news and Council updates! Find us on-
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PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! The Gopher Tortoise Council Recognizes the City of St. Petersburg for their Support
and Stewardship of Boyd Hill Nature Preserve! This special award was presented to the Mayor of St. Pete
by GTC Member and Treasurer Don Stillwaugh on July 18, 2013…
Mr. Mayor and City Council members:
Thank you for the opportunity to come before you this afternoon. My name is Don Stillwaugh and I am here today to represent
the Gopher Tortoise Council. The Council was formed in 1978 by a group of biologists and other individuals concerned about
the range-wide decline of the gopher tortoise. Our organization offers professional advice for management, conservation, and
protection of gopher tortoises; encourages the study of the life history, ecology, and management of gopher tortoises and other
upland species; conducts active public information and conservation education programs, and seeks effective protection of
the gopher tortoise and other upland species throughout its six-state range.
The gopher tortoise is an imperiled species that occurs in upland habitats within the Coastal Plain of the southeastern United
States. This keystone species is listed as Threatened by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Gopher
Tortoises are ecosystem engineers that create extensive burrow systems and disperse seeds, significantly contributing to
upland biodiversity. The burrow systems provide important refugia from extreme temperatures, fire and predators for the
tortoises, as well as 364 other documented species rangewide. Boyd Hill Nature Preserve is one of the last remaining natural
areas in urban Pinellas County. The preserve’s diverse habitats support several imperiled species of plants and animals. A
significant portion of the preserve (~ 150 acres) consists of well-drained sandy soils and suitable forage species which support
the largest remaining tortoise population in the southern Pinellas Peninsula. This population is of regional significance and the
preserve is included on an FWC list of public and protected lands relevant to the species’ conservation in Florida. A 2011
survey generated an estimated population size of 185 tortoises, with a density of 1.2/acre. Conservationists throughout this
region, including members of the Gopher Tortoise Council, have recognized the ongoing effort under the direction of Parks
Operations Manager Linda Seufert and Park Supervisor Barbara Stalbird to restore the upland habitats within the preserve and
to conserve this important population of tortoises.
The Gopher Tortoise Council would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the City of St. Petersburg. Broad challenges
face land managers of natural areas, particularly lands bordered by urban interface such as Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. Current
habitat restoration and management efforts, such as the use of prescribed fire, thinning of trees, and control of invasive nonnative plant species exemplify good stewardship of this ecologically valuable and publically-owned natural area. Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve also plays a key role in educating the public about the gopher tortoise, as well as habitat conservation and
management. Therefore, we would like to present the City of St. Petersburg with this award which reads…

Gopher Tortoise Council
Upland Conservation Award
City of St. Petersburg, Florida
Presented in recognition of your wise stewardship of
the gopher tortoise and upland habitats at the
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve
April 2013

Pictured left to right-Don Stillwaugh (GTC Member), Mayor Bill
Foster, and Barbara Stalbird and Sydney Lemieux of the Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve
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Please join for the 35th Annual Gopher Tortoise Council Conference in
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida on
October 10‐13, 2013.
For Registration and hotel details, visit the gopher tortoise council website:
http://www.gophertortoisecouncil.org/events.php.
The meeting will kick off with the keynote address by Joan Berish, feature a plenary session on “The
Magic Number” and include oral presentations, a poster session and two informative fieldtrips.
Keynote Address: Joan Berish
Four decades of peering into tortoise burrows: Where has it taken us and where do we
still need to go?
Plenery Session Presentation: Kevin Shoemaker Ph.D.
Assessing the conservation value of small gopher tortoise populations: Lessons from a
bog turtle metapopulation in New York.
The GTC Conference is beach bound. Hotels are located in Vilano Beach and the conference is located
minutes away at the GTMNERReserve in Ponte Vedra Beach.
Social activities include a low country boil on the marsh, entertainment by The Tropico Steel Drums
band, an award ceremony, a silent auction, and much much more!
The meeting provides an excellent opportunity for students and professionals to present their work,
share ideas and collaborate on projects. Topics are not limited to gopher tortoises and can include
any of the following topics related to upland habitat and associated species:
Conservation

Commensal Species

Habitat Management/Restoration

Policy/Regulation

Monitoring/Field Techniques

Economics

Interdisciplinary projects

General Ecology

This is a great venue and conference to present!
Let’s hear from everyone involved in world of Gopher Tortoises!
Please register at our website:http://www.gophertortoisecouncil.org/events.php.

Abstracts are due September 6, 2013

35th Annual Gopher Tortoise Council Meeting
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